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GREEN PROPOSAL GETS CROSS-PARTY ASSENT

By District Councillor Rachel Millward all of whom have witnessed pollution
events first hand - fish dying, plant and
MO0DOMMmMOTO0Oog. .. I'm told that in
streams like the Grom, which runs into
the Medway, there should be dozens of
different fish species. 0 00 OOOMINO OO0

pockets of fish survive and there’s
I’m pleased to say my I:II:I:II:II:II:II:II:I]I:I]I:I:I:II:II:II:Ibarely any weed.

O000MmMOOm with the ruling party that
the council leader seconded the motion
and it was approved unanimously.

At Wealden’s July Full Council meeting

| brought my first ‘motion’ (that’s

the equivalent of bringing a bill to
Parliament), which was all about sewage
discharge into our rivers and seas.

“You can hardly see through the murky
water, which used to always be clear.

) ) | have spoken to swimmers who have
The DOMIMMONIMM is that in 2021 over pean higeously sick, and families who

17,000 hours’ worth offii0 OO 0000
0 D0MONOmM IDOODODMOM 00MO0mao
mOM. This is caused by decades of [0 OO OO 00 O O i 0 O 00 00 [ M O DO Mo
under investment by Southern Water. As mmmoo omm

| said in my speech at council:

have paddled amongst panty liners. M

My proposal is simple: to ensure that

“I have met with local angling societies, iha Council’s DMOOMOMNIDODOIOINOOOO
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Patricia Patterson-Vanegasl
clir.patricia.patterson-vanegas@
wealden.gov.uk O

07766 705272

Rachel Millwardl
cllir.rachel.millward@wealden.gov.uk

Keith Obbardl
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Greens make a difference - and it
didn’t take long for that difference

to be felt at Wealden. Soon after
Hartfield ward elected Rachel
Millward in December as the MOMOO

0 MO0MO000MDOon Wealden District
Council, the ruling party began to
listen to the dissenting voices around
the table.

Already, with three Greens on board
to O00ODNOOOO0DN0N 0000MNOM O Mmoo
00MO00mMO0 000 the council leader
and portfolio holders are becoming
more vocal in their opposition to the
central government line - 000 OMOO0O
0 0O 0MO0mMo0om

And with pressure coming from
other opposition parties as well as
independent members, Wealden’s
Planning Committees are at last
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0MO0ON00000Obf this grim reality
when assessing the suitability of new
housing developments. It makes no
sense to add more houses and thus
more waste onto a sewage system that
can’t cope. Yet until now there was no

O000NDMD N0 00000 DI OMODOmMO0M mechanism to consider this problem at

Planning Committees.

Rachel (pictured above) records a video outside

Wealden HQ immediately after the vote . Contact
Rachel on clirrachel.millward@wealden.gov.uk

MORE GREENS = MORE CONSENSUS

beginning to insist on new conditions
that ensure MOONOO0MOOMDINOOO0O
0IDOINmMN 0MO00MO0MOmooon
water efficiency.

More recently still, as you can read
above, Green councillors have been
able to 00000 OOON OIWDO00MODO
0000 MOMONOMO0monoo
O0NINOONI 00000

In an unprecedented move, Rachel’s
motion on sewage pollution was
seconded by the new Council
leader, Ann Newton. The cross-party
proposal gained unanimous support.

Greens believe strongly in building
alliances and partnerships to achieve
consensus in the way we run our
councils. 0 I MOO0MNOMODMO0O MO
MONO00000 00000000 Mn0MO0mom
000 O0MONMO0MMOmM 00ma.

STANDING UP FOR WHAT MATTERS IN WEALDEN




GREENS: PUSHING TO PROTECT
OUR PRECIOUS COUNTRYSIDE

Wealden planners may have been missing Wealden Green Party has written to

a trick when dealing with applications all the members of the district council’s
for building developments in areas of two planning committees to bring this
outstanding natural beauty (AONB). judgment to their attention.

Because of this, 000 OMOO0MOO OOMO (0 0O00000MOn OoON OO0 mOom
O00MINO00MO00MINO0OD0mMOmooooo 00000000 O MO M0N0 OMD 000 0 MINOmoO
0 D000 Ml 0O IN00N000In000 0MO00MDODOON00MO000 O0MDMmOm
000N DO00mO00anmomO. 0MOMO0m D 0 0 DO00@DOO0M0DOI0nm
Research by Green Party legal specialist  MOMOOO0O0DOMOO
lan Tysh has shown that a January 2021
Appeal Court judgment ruled that when it
comes to developments on AONB land,
the protective policies in the National
Policy Planning Framework (NPPF)
should be applied without reference to
competing policies such as housing
targets, land supply and housing shortfall.

In the case of Monkhill Ltd v Secretary
of State for Housing, Communities &
Local Government and Waverly Borough
Council, the Appeal Court justices
00 OO0 00000MDDO0000 stating
that MOMONMOMO0O0O0MON00MOm
000000000 Oin OO0 00 00 0 00 0D [ moonoo
MOmMO00@DIODmMO0mMOOn0OmM moomn
although that expectation might, but only
might, be overcome in an individual case.

LOCAL PLAN: IT'S
STILL UP IN THE AIR

Wealden District Council had been
readying the first draft of its new
Local Plan just before the collapse
of the Westminster government
and the firing of levelling up
secretary Michael Gove, who had
responsibility for housing.

With no fresh Local Plan in sight
until the installation of the new
prime minister in September
provides the necessary direction,
planning decisions will continue to
refer back to Wealden’s outdated
local Plan, 0IIIOMOO00MOOMOIO
0 O00MOmMO000D00NOmmoona
applications through.

0 MO0 0O0mO000MD MM Mmoo
0000MIMmMONOMn scrutinising
every application and ensuring
full compliance with the OMINNM
0000000 O0MONmMOooomaon

they have been instrumental in
enforcing.O
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Ashdown Forest is one of the biggest
visitor attractions in Wealden and it is
the Conservators’ role to speak and
care for the Forest. With so many
visitors and a large area of land it is
important to have a CEO role who can
act as an ambassador and figurehead.
My responsibilities include helping set
the strategic direction of the Forest,
leading the staff team and volunteers
who manage the area, securing the
funding needed to care for the Forest
and building a wide range of relation-
ships to support the organisation.

0 00MNOMOmM 0000mMO0momoooo
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In 2022 it is funding. The Forest
operates on a budget that is not
secure and is too small to maintain
the site’s infrastructure. There

is not enough funding to make
improvements. Creating sustainable,
long-term funding is vital.O

“OUR MISSION IS TO
PROTECT THE FOREST"

000 O0mMDOmOis the new Chief Executive of Ashdown
Forest - and Tony Lewin puts the questions to him.
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| am afraid that there are many.
These range from those that are larger
than the Forest - such as a changing
climate and the biodiversity crisis - to
those that are more Forest specific.
These include scrub and gorse
dominance, nutrient inputs from car
emissions and dog mess and a lack
of grazing across the Forest. Areas of
the Forest have disappeared under
less biodiverse secondary woodland
whereas the open heath has lost many
of its habitat niches with a conse-
quent decline in biodiversity. Within
the woodland itself, the extremely
large fallow deer population that lives
in and around the Forest is damaging
tree growth, suppressing saplings and
removing the interesting flowers.
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This is a challenge facing many
land managers, especially since the

pandemic began. There are areas of
the Forest that will always be heavily
used. We can encourage people to
visit those whilst keeping other areas
of the Forest quieter for those who
want to escape and to protect our
rare, ground-dwelling species. Car
park payments will provide the funding
to improve tracks, bridges and parking
areas to guide people to particular
spaces.

0MOO00MO0MMO0000 0 0O0N0moom
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Our mission is to protect, conserve
and enhance the nature and culture

of Ashdown Forest as the largest
biodiverse heathland and open space
in Sussex for the enjoyment, education
and recreation of all.

FOREST CONSERVATOR FFION THOMAS - ON CAR PARKING CHARGES

The recent debate over charging for
parking on Ashdown Forest threat-
ened to alter our relationship with
this beautiful space. Would people
with less money have to think twice,
or even stop visiting the Forest, at a
time when being in nature couldn’t
be more important? In the end,
though, those fears were unfounded
and the decision to charge seems to
have been the right one.

Ashdown Forest struggles with
even basic maintenance because
00000 DOOD0MO0o0, reduced
council budgets and removal of EU

funding have led to a loss of income.
00mMONMOmMO00N0mMOMOOmmOoo0mo
0MDMOMOMMMONThe protection

is linked to the presence of species
such as nightjars and Dartford
warblers, who need heathland to
survive. Losing habitats and these
birds through lack of maintenance
threatens this protected status — and
0000MmO0MmM 00MINO0mMOmammmaon
INOmOommao.

Some silver linings have already
emerged. 00000 M OO0O00MOOODO
O0000INOONONO00DNOTMOoo0c for
those less able to visit the Forest,

we could create safe cycle spaces,
and even work towards reducing car
visits on the Forest overall. 0 0O@MDIOO
MOINOMmMOD MINO0MDNO000MO0moo
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GREEN PARTY EVENT PULLS IN THE CROWDS

Hartfield played host to the latest
MINO0ONOONOMONO0INmMO00m being
organised by Wealden Green Party.
Against the background of rampant
housing development across the
District, Housing, Planning and People
aims to OIIOOOOMO0MmMONNOMOm
IMINOINmMOOmOMONO000mO0mOon o
000mMmOoommm Ooo.

The July event, which attracted some
75 local residents, was led by O[T :
0000000 0if 00N 000D0Mo00momon
Hartfield ward on Wealden District
000000

Local Green Party activist 0 OONONOO
000 D0MO000000M O00MmmAOn
000 0 00D DOOmMO00MMOmooomoan
O00MOnvith East Sussex County

Councillor Georgia Taylor presenting

an example of a 000000MONOOMOOOO0
MIDMO0MOMODONOOmA, and Clir
Patricia Vanegas-Patterson giving a
District Councillor’s insight into the
planning process.

Green Party campaigner and
Maresfield candidate lan Tysh, a career
lawyer, explained the patchwork of
laws that govern planning and the role
of local plans. Award-winning architect
and Hartfield Parish Councillor Duncan

Gunn provided the parish council
planning perspective.

There were questions from the
audience throughout the session,
which was followed by O0MOD OO0
00000000 OOD0omOoo0mmm
O00000mO

The event was well received, and a
number of attendees have been in
touch with 000OIIOOOOOOO0O0. One of
them was the chair of a nearby parish

council, who wrote and said: “Just

a quick note to say I found it very
interesting and, as with all parishes in
Wealden, it reinforced the problems
which we all face.

“One thing that really jumped out at
me was how engaged you and your
fellow district and county councillors
are, to your electorate and their
concerns. It was refreshing to see
and hear at such a difficult time.[l

MARESFIELD CANDIDATE IAN TYSH: FAMILY HOMES, NOT MANSIONS

ODO00MMO0ODO 0000 for over nine years.
I’m very happy | moved to East Sussex
from Kent. My one-year-old grandson
lives here too. It’s a shame that we or his

(I 00 0 mn 0 0m M M O0mM 000 0000 00
OO0 000 000 0 0 000 O 0 0

This failure to provide MITOO many people,
especially younger people, M 0000 OO.

parents have to drive every time we meet.
| live within walking distance of bus stops,
but the service barely exists. IIMNOMOMNN
0 000NN MO000MN 0mMO000M0000mmon.

Large parts of Wealden are beautiful to live
and be in. Sadly, theirll000MOOOOOMOOO0
IOMINOIMIMOmOIMOoa. Rivers and streams
are polluted; water supply is uncertain and
air quality is deteriorating. Biodiversity is
much diminished; infrastructure is under

Meanwhile, new large houses stand empty
and developers manipulate the market.
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Contact me at: elections@wealden.greenparty.org.uk
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lan Tysh: The new Local
Plan must focus on
smaller developments
with the two-and
three-bedroom homes
that Wealden residents
actually need

pressure and its provision uncoordinated. 0000MDOMIND MO0000m
0 DOMDO NONOO0NO0000M O0MNmOmD f D e o
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